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Carving. The present trend is away from carving as a means
of decoration. It is not adapted to machine production. Further-
more, it is difficult to clean and not very pleasant to touch. Most
carving is done by machinery, but in the very finest furniture the
carving is only started by machinery and is finished by hand. In-
ferior imitations of carving, are made by pressing imprints into
softened wood or by molding composition in the form of carving
and then gluing it on.

Inlay and Marquetry. Inlay is a form of decoration in which
contrasting segments of wood, bone, ivory, or metal are set into
grooves made to receive them. Marquetry refers to an elaborate
type of inlay having colored wood, ivory, and shells over an entire
surface. This is often put together in a sheet of thin veneer and
then glued on the article to be decorated. When the design is
sunk into solid wood it is called intarsia. Overlay or onlay refers
to decoration produced by gluing segments of wood to the surface
of a panel. Imitation inlay can be made by painting, but this much
inferior type of decoration should be recognized by the purchaser
of furniture.

Finish. The reasons for finishing wood are to seal the pores so
that changes in humidity will not affect the wood, also to protect
it from vermin, dirt, and wear, to facilitate cleaning, to add a
pleasing luster, and to bleach or darken it or otherwise change its
color.

Finishes differ greatly in quality. The ideal finish has luster
and depth obtained by many coats of finish which have been very
well rubbed and sanded. This treatment brings out the natural
beauty of wood. Some coffee- and card-table tops are finished
with a new phenol-resin lacquer that is resistant to heat, alcohol,
and acid. Paint or enamel finishes should be as smooth and lus-
trous as lacquer or varnish. A good finish on furniture is an indi-
cation of good quality in general.

Finishes should be carefully examined in bright light and tested.
A poor finish is often very shiny and hard, malting the wood ap-
pear almost metallic. Defects or rough spots in the finish can be
seen. A poor finish would probably show a white scratch if a
finger nail were rubbed across some under edge. Sometimes the
surface of a poor finish will become powdery or sticky if a spot is
rubbed with a finger until it is warm.